
Sound-Alike-Look-Alike Drugs (SALAD) 
 

To help prevent confusion with SALAD, the following strategies are used: 
 

 SALAD lists are posted in strategic locations in Nursing Units and clinical areas.  This list is 
reviewed at least annually. 

 

 Medications on the SALAD list are not stored next to each other, either in the Pharmacy, the 
Pyxis or the medication room. 

 

 “SALAD Alert” stickers are affixed where look- or sound-alike products are stored. 
 

 Brand and generic names are printed on MAR’s and Pyxis computer screens. 
 

 When pre-packaging medication, a red stripe can be used to differentiate between look-alike 
medications. 

 

 Physicians are encouraged to specify the purpose of medications on physician orders. 
 

 Clinicians should report errors and potentially hazardous conditions with SALAD through 
variance reporting and recommendations to the Pharmacy. 

 

 Clinical staff must read back all orders taken verbally or telephonically. 
 

 
 

List of Sound-Alike-Look-
Alike medications. 


